Puget Sound Stream Benthos Data Available on the Web!
The Puget Sound Stream Benthos site (http://www.pugetsoundstreambenthos.org/) is dedicated to using stream macroinvertebrate data as an indicator of stream health. This site was developed as a collaborative project between King County (DNRP and DOT), City of Seattle, Pierce County, and Snohomish County. 
Beginning in 2009, Snohomish County will discontinue adding benthic invertebrate data to its’ website, rather begin full use of the Puget Sound Stream Benthos database. 

At this point King County has loaded data from 2006 to the Puget Sound Stream Benthos website and anticipates loading 2007 before the end of 2008. Data for the 2008 monitoring season will be loaded to the system directly by the taxonomic laboratories in early 2009 using the standardized data loading tool, making maintenance of the data sets far more manageable and easier than otherwise would be the case. Historical BIBI data prior to 2006 data probably won’t be loaded until 2009. King County has received funding from Ecology to help expand this system to include data from other entities by June 2009.

This data management system allows for: 

· Collaborative data management with professional and consistent management of stream benthos data, 
· Enhanced data sharing and comparability between data sets, 
· Improved documentation, 
· Transparent and repeatable analyses, 
· Updating of taxonomic data according to official Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS) nomenclature, 
· Automatic data loading directly from taxonomic laboratories, and 
· Data ownership by entities collecting the data.
Note: Historical data located in the Surface Water Online Database was calculated using a different variation of the BIBI scoring system.  Some data may vary from the Puget Sound Lowland BIBI scores found on the Puget Sound Stream Benthos site.

Snohomish County disclaims any warranty of merchantability or warranty of fitness of this data for any particular purpose, either express or implied. No representation or warranty is made concerning the accuracy, currency, completeness or quality of this data. Any user of this data assumes all responsibility for use thereof, and further agrees to hold Snohomish County harmless from and against any damage, loss, or liability arising from any use of this data.
