A FEW TIPS FOR PLANNING A SUCCESSFUL 
“WHEELS TO WATER” FIELD TRIP

Your “Wheels To Water” trip to “the field” will probably be a first for your students, their parents, the bus driver, and perhaps even for you. True “field” trips are very different from zoo or science center field trips, so here are some tips to help your event go smoothly. 

1. Ordering & Confirming the Bus
· Even though Snohomish County Surface Water Management (SnoCo SWM) will reimburse your district for the transportation costs, as the teacher, YOU are responsible for contacting the district’s transportation department and making all arrangements for the bus. 
· Even if your scheduled return time is flexible, be sure to ask the bus barn if your driver’s return time is flexible (in other words, does the bus driver have to bring you back at school before a certain time in order to make their next pick-up).
· Call the bus barn a couple days before your trip to make sure they have the correct date and times (departure and return) for your trip. If you are going to several sites, make sure Transportation know that you need the bus the entire time.

· As part of the “Congratulations, you’re getting a Wheels To Water grant” email, Suzi will send you invoicing/billing instructions to pass on to your district’s transportation or finance department. Normally, the district sends their invoice to SnoCo SWM after the trip is complete and actual costs have been calculated. 
2. The Field Trip Itinerary

· The “Wheels To Water” grant application asks you to identify the theme for your watershed field trip. The next step is to decide on the 2 or 3 main points you want the students to understand as a result of the trip? 

· Don’t know the exact destination(s)? Don’t worry, once you identify your theme and 2 or 3 goals/objectives, a Snohomish County educator can help you select a destination. 

· Even though a SnoCo SWM educator will ride the bus and give the driver turn-by-turn directions we highly recommend that teachers preview the entire route a couple weeks before the trip so you can answer questions for the parents and the bus barn. 
· If you are going to a remote spot, check to see where you have (and don’t have) cell phone coverage.

· Will parents be driving separately? 

· Encourage carpooling. Aside from the obvious fuel savings, there’ll be fewer cars to park and it gives each driver a “co-pilot”.

· You should provide each driver with a detailed route map and information about where you want cars to park (the bus may need to park in a different location from the parent cars.) Include your cell phone number on the map.
· If your trip includes multiple stops, try to have parents park so the caravan can easily head in the correct direction when they leave the site. Avoid parking situations where drivers will need to turn left across heavy traffic as they leave. 
· Remind drivers to fill their tanks and charge their phones before the field trip.

· Field trips with multiple stops: Watershed tours, especially those with multiple stops almost always want to run longer than planned. Be sure to discuss your priorities and the return time with your SnoCo SWM educator. Both of you should know which stop you are willing to skip if time becomes an issue.
3. How to Dress for an Outdoor Field Trip or Planting
· Make sure students and adult chaperones know to wear outdoor clothing and to be prepared to be off the bus in the elements for up to 60 minutes at a time no matter what the weather is, hot sun or heavy rain. 
· Restoration Plantings: 

· Give your students a photo of a child who is wearing: a warm coat, old jeans, a tee-shirt and a sweatshirt, a hat, gloves, boots, and carrying a sack lunch and a bottle of water, standing next to a potted plant. Have the students label these items. Ask them to show the photo to their parent so the parents understand how their child should be dressed on field trip day. NOTE: Your SnoCo SWM educator will have a supply of light-weight ponchos that students and parents may borrow.

· Most sites are along creeks and the general terrain is flat, but the ground will be uneven, wet, and muddy so rubber boots or hiking-style boots are advised. 

4. Info for the Chaperones
· Be sure to send home information telling the parents and grandparents how to dress for an outdoor field trip and the activities you plan. If your class is participating in a planting, the adults should know that they will be doing some digging and they will get muddy.
· Tell the adult chaperones exactly where and when to meet. “At school” is not enough info. Provide the school phone number and the entire street address including the city (remember that some parents/grandparents may not have been to school before). Tell chaperones your classroom number and remind them to check in at the office first. We suggest that chaperones be at the meeting spot 15 minutes prior to your planned departure time.

· Make sure all chaperones know when the field trip will conclude.

· If you expect parents/chaperones to driver separately, make sure they know this before hand. Remind them to come with a full tank of fuel.

· If your trip is at the end of the day, be sure your students and parents understand your check-out procedure. It’s tempting for parents to leave with their child as soon as the bus returns to school but in the confusion you may not be aware of this. Remind kids that they can’t go home with a neighboring parent unless they have prior written permission.
5. Field Activities, Supplies and Equipment

· What do the students need to bring for their activities? Their Science Journal and a pen/pencil? Clipboards are handy for writing on. Any other supplies or equipment?

· You’ll probably want to bring a couple extra pencils and a sharpener.

· Make a checklist of all supplies that you need to bring – perhaps put a parent in charge of getting these things on the bus so nothing on the list is left behind.
· Will students be rotating to learning stations? How many stations? Have kids assigned to groups, but be ready to make last minute adjustments for absences of parents or students.
· Consider having color coded name tags for students – this helps the chaperones call students by name and to know if students are in the right group.
· When you are reminding students to return their permission slips, also considered reminding them of your expectations for behavior. Be sure students know what the consequences of bad behavior will be (I know some teachers who make arrangements to take students back to school if necessary). Remind students that they must stay with their group and their assigned adult at all times. All classroom rules and expectations will apply in the field. Things they learn about and observe in the field will be used back in the classroom.
· Field etiquette. Your SnoCo SWM educator will share this info with your students if they visit your class prior to the trip, but it never hurts for the classroom teacher to review these tips the day before the trip:
· Don’t walk in the stream or throw rocks – the stream is home to the fish and bugs – would you want someone to throw rocks at your house? Rocks are usually very slippery an in Fall, there might be redds (fish nests with eggs) in the creek. 
· Take photos or make sketches of plants and animals you see rather than collecting them and removing them from their home. 
· Stay on the paths – it’s not polite to go off the trail or take short cuts. 
· The trails and other areas are uneven – so please walk.
· Pick up all your trash – leave the site in better shape than when you arrived.
· Special Considerations for Salmon Watching
· Be sure you are Salmon Watching from public property or that you have recent, express permission from the property owner. Be very careful not to trespass onto private property. Vacant land is not un-owned, it is owned by someone! Need to find out who the owner is? Try the “Snohomish County Online Property Information” maps: http://gis.snoco.org/maps/property/index.htm 
· Even if the owner has given you permission to enter “anytime”, give a courtesy call a day or two before to let them know your class will be stopping by.

· Many Salmon Watch sites are along roads or from bridges. Will there be enough room for the students to stand and observe the fish SAFELY? Do you need to borrow orange safety vests from SnoCo SWM?

· What is the name of the creek? Which major watershed is it part of (Skagit, Stillaguamish, Snohomish, Lake Washington)?

· What species of salmon you are likely to see. Be aware that each species spawns a different time (sockeye & pink spawn early in the season, coho tend to spawn later).

· Be aware that the migration & spawning times are linked to rainfall (not the calendar).

· Call Suzi Wong Swint (425) 388-6476 to get last minute spawning info.

6. Lunch & Snack Time
· Where will you be at lunch time? If you are near a fast-food restaurant or grocery store will you allow students to go there? If not, make sure they know they can’t go there. If they can, make sure they know this the day before so they have money. You may want to warn the store that your group will be there so they can be ready.

· Students should be able to wash their hands before lunch – remember that all creeks contain microscopic bacteria that can be harmful if swallowed. Consider bringing a washbasin with soap and water. Moist wipes are a convenient second choice. If your field trip involves a planting and hands are likely to be dirty and muddy, the antiseptic gels are not recommended, they just move the dirty around.

· Extra bottled drinking water is a good idea if the weather is warm.
· If the weather is cold consider making arrangements to have hot chocolate/cider waiting for you back at school.

7. Restrooms

· Will your field trip be long enough that you’ll need to make a restroom stop? Ask your SnoCo SWM educator about restroom facility options for your trip. If you are doing a planting, keep in mind that many planting/restoration sites do not have restrooms so make sure students and parents know this the day before (if this news makes your students nervous, tell them if they can sit through a movie, they should have no problem on the field trip).
8. Other field trips basics

· Bring a first aide kit.

· Bring emergency numbers for all the students.
· Special Medical needs? Bee sting kits, inhalers, other meds.
· Do a roll call before you leave each site.
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