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Meeting Summary - FINAL 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 5:30 – 7:30 PM 

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana 
 
Attendance  

Board Members Present: Max Albert, Bill Best, Christine Betchley, Jody Brown, John Connolly, Doug 

Hennick (for Jennifer Whitney), Bobbi Lindemulder, Dave Ridgeway, Mike Wolanek, Kelly Wynn 

Board Members Excused: Bruce Black, Cathy Stanley, Herm van Lier, Jennifer Whitney 

SWM Staff: Sean Edwards, Mike McGuiness, Debbie Terwilleger 

Guests: Bill Bowe, Tammy Edmonds, Gina Gray, Cara McKinnon, Ralph Svrjcek 

 
Welcome, introductions, agenda review, and meeting summary 

CWD Advisory Board Chair John Connolly opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Jody Brown introduced new 

Stillaguamish Tribe staff member Gina Gray and announced that she will be the Tribe’s main 

representative on the CWDAB after the October meeting. Jody will then become the Tribe’s CWDAB 

alternate. Bobbi announced that Snohomish Conservation District (SCD) Farm Planner Tammy Edmonds 

is leaving her position and a new staff person will start within two weeks to fill the position. 

  

Sean provided hard copies of the following materials:  

 CWDAB 9/23/10 draft meeting agenda,  

 Draft schedule of CWDAB 2011 meetings and focus topics, 

 CWDAB 6/24/10 draft meeting summary,  

 Revised draft (version 5.1) of the CWDAB recommendations letter to the Snohomish County 

Council,  

 Final summary of the 8/25/10 meeting between SWM and Stanwood Public Works,  

 New CWD educational brochure, 

 Abstract and sampling locations map for the Washington Department of Ecology’s South Skagit 

Bay Bacteria Loading Study.  

 

Bobbi provided hard copies of the Snohomish Conservation District’s response to the CWDAB’s 6/24/10 

recommendations letter and it has been posted on the CWD web site at http://cwd.surfacewater.info. 

 

John reviewed the draft agenda. The 6/24/10 draft meeting summary was approved as written. 

 
Subcommittee reports 

Max reported that the Finance Subcommittee met with SWM staff on 9/8/10 and resolved nearly all of the 

CWD fund balance issues. Max reviewed a one-page report from SWM summarizing CWD fund balance 

through the end of 2009 and CWD revenues and expenditures through 6/30/10. He noted that this report 

gives the CWDAB the kind of information it needs to make informed recommendations. SWM will provide 
these CWD quarterly financial reports to the CWDAB with the next report coming in October, 
covering July-September 2010. The CWDAB approved Max’s motion to attach this CWD financial 

report to the 9/23/10 CWDAB meeting summary. See the last page of this summary for the attached 

CWD financial report. 

 

http://cwd.surfacewater.info/
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Sean reported on the following shellfish protection activities completed over the summer break: 

 

CWD Inter-Agency Cooperation  

 Met with Ralph Svrjcek and Twin City Foods staff on 6/24/10 to discuss bacterial pollution in the 

Stilly Old Channel and toured the TCF vegetable processing facility and wastewater land 

application system. 

 Participated in a South Skagit Bay shellfish tidelands site visit on 7/22/10 with John Boettner and 

Upper Skagit Tribe shellfish management staff. 

 SWM, WDOE, and Washington Department of Health staff members met with City of Stanwood 

Public Works staff on 8/25/10 to discuss CWD issues and opportunities for inter-agency 

cooperation. 

 Completed site visit with Flood Control District Chair Chuck Hazleton on 9/9/10 to discuss local 

concerns about increased stormwater flow from Church Creek causing sediment deposition and 

drainage problems in Jorgensen Slough. 

 Completed site visit with Snohomish Conservation District Water Quality Specialist Bill Bowe on 

9/9/10 to discuss SCD’s Miller Creek bacterial pollution monitoring and clean-up project. 

 Developed draft scope of work with the Snohomish Health District for 2011 sanitarian services for 

the CWD, which will include SHD staff participation in CWDAB meetings. 

 Scheduled shellfish protection program briefing for the Snohomish County Council, Public Works 

Committee on 10/5/10. 

 

Public Education and Outreach 

 Participated in the Warm Beach Summerfest in the morning of 8/12/10 and distributed CWD 

educational brochures through the WSU Beach Watchers booth. 

 Participated in the Stillaguamish Tribe’s Festival of the River in the afternoon of 8/12/10 and 

distributed CWD educational brochures through the SWM booth. 

 Developed new CWD educational brochure, which is posted on the CWD web site. 

 Set up schedule and process for SWM and SCD staff to develop a coordinated CWD education 

and outreach strategy for implementation in 2011. 

 Maintained CWD web site and created new shortcut Internet address. 

 

Bacterial Pollution Source Identification and Control 

 Started Stillaguamish Bacterial Contaminant Source Survey (CSS) work planning process with 

SWM water quality monitoring staff for implementation in 2011.  

 Developed draft methodology for rapid assessment of fecal waste and trash at public access 

areas in the CWD. 

 
Status of the Stillaguamish Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) implementation plan. 

WDOE TMDL Coordinator Ralph Svrjcek provided hard copies of a two-page status report summarizing 

progress on the Stillaguamish TMDL implementation plan. WDOE has completed several plans to improve 

water quality in the Stillaguamish Watershed. Implementation plans are complete for the Stillaguamish 

Multiparameter TMDL (bacteria, dissolved oxygen, pH, mercury, and arsenic) and the Stillaguamish 

Temperature TMDL. WDOE is also developing TMDLs for dissolved oxygen in the Old Stillaguamish 

Channel as well as the Upper Mainstem Stillaguamish (between Arlington and Interstate 5). Ralph’s two-

page status report provided brief answers to the following questions: 

 What roles are National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits playing in the 

Stillaguamish TMDLs? 

 What Ecology grant funds are being provided to improve water quality? 
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 Is Ecology doing any on-the-ground work in the Stillaguamish to improve water quality? 

 How does Ecology’s new South Skagit Bay Bacteria Loading Study help the Stillaguamish 

watershed?  

 

Sean noted that the County’s Stillaguamish Bacterial Contaminant Source Survey project will help to 

identify data gaps and hot spots, which will help the County and partners to more effectively target specific 

geographic areas for more advanced bacterial pollution source identification and control. For the CSS 
presentation at the 10/28/10 CWDAB meeting, Sean agreed to show how the CSS project is funded. 

 

Washington Department of Agriculture Dairy Inspector Cara McKinnon noted that Snohomish County 

Surface Water Management is one of the most responsive county agencies that she works with for water 

quality protection throughout the entire north Puget Sound region. 

 
SWM response to CWDAB’s 4/28/10 recommendations letter 

This agenda item was dropped. The Board used all of the time allotted for this item to finalize its letter to 

Council 

 
Finalize CWDAB recommendations letter to Snohomish County Council 

Vice Chair Christine Betchley led the CWDAB through the process of reviewing and editing the revised 

draft of the recommendations letter to Council. Sean provided live editing support and Chair John Connolly 

facilitated the process and served as time keeper. Chris thanked Bill Best, Max Albert, and John Connolly 

for their substantial inputs to the various drafts of the letter. John thanked Chris for taking the lead on 

compiling inputs and editing the letter. Sean will work with the Chair and Vice Chair to get the letter 
signed and delivered to Council by October 1st. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 28, 2010, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., Peace Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall. 
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