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i. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Cyanobacteria Prevention and Early Detection project focused on three lakes—Lake Cassidy, Lake Ketchum,
and Lake Loma—that have experienced blooms of toxic blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) in recent years (Figure

1I-1). The project was conceived and implemented by the Surface Water Management Division (SWM) of
Snohomish County Public Works and funded by a $28,500 grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology
(Ecology) Freshwater Algae Program. The project began in June 2008 and was completed in July 2010.

The goals of the project were 1) to increase public awareness of toxic cyanobacterial blooms and their causes, 2) to
reduce the risks to human and animal health from toxic algae, and 3) to help citizens control nutrient sources that
feed algal blooms. The project addressed public awareness and nutrient reduction through a variety of
educational outreach efforts. The project reduced risks by implementing early detection and notification
measures and by extensive monitoring to identify patterns that lead to toxic algal blooms.



