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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
SEATTLE DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 3755
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98124-3755

_REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

JAN 23 2007

Emergency Management Branch

Mr. Dave Lucas
2731 Wetmore Avenue, Suite 300
Everett, Washington 98201

Dear Mr. Lucas:

In accordance with the requirements in 44 CFR 65.10(e), Seattle District, US Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has completed the analysis of the Federal Flood Control Project on the Skykomish
River near Startup, Washington, and has concluded that the levee can be technically certified and -
recommended for inclusion in Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP). All supporting documentation is on file at the Corps office.

It is our determination that the project meets the following requirements: a) is designed in
accordance with sound engineering practices, b) is built according to the plans, c) is properly maintained,
and d) meets the standards pertaining to freeboard, structural design, and interior drainage to protect
against the base flood.

Flood Insurance Rate Maps should be updated to reflect the 100-year level of protection provided
by this levee.

For any questions regarding this finding, please contact Paul Komoroske, Chief, Emergency

Management Branch, at (206) 764-3406.
S'nche‘Iy,

Michael McCormick
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Commander
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Startup Main Levee and Startup Training Levee

Location:

Sec. 1 and 2 T27N, R8E, W.M. .
Rightsl_?zank of Skykomish River, West end 1/2 mile south of Startup on 363rd
Ave.

Length:

-7,100" in Main Levee - Both ends of this levee tie into higher ground on the
existing Burlington Northern — Santa Fe Railroad grade; the upstream end
approximately 1/4 mile west of the Town of Gold Bar and the downstream end at
363rd Avenue NW and the Wallace River Bridge #70.

2,700' in Training Levee - The upstream end of this levee begins approximately
700" east of west end of the Main Levee (at west end access gate). The
embankment extends downstream adjacent to a side slough and then main
channel of the Skykomish River. The downstream end of embankment daylites
into the existing ground elevation.

Access:
The west end of the Main Levee is accessed from 363rd Avenue SE in Startu
(south of U.S. Highway 2). - . -

The east end of the Main Levee can be accessed from a private gated road)

located between the Skykomish River and the railroad tracks. Entrance to this

road is approximately 1/2 mile east of Gold Bar on U.S. Highway 2. For

igfqlrma(tjicn regarding east end road contact Burlington Northern - Santa Fe
ailroad.

There is a locked gate at both ends of the main levee embankment. Snohomish
County Road Maintenance Division 2 and River Management hold keys to the
west end lock. East end gate has Snohomish County combination lock —
combination 3489. ‘

Note: In the past the locks on the east and west gates across the Main
Levee road have been changed by the local property owners without
notice to the Snohomish County Department of Public Works. :

The Startup Training Levee is accessible to large equipment. The travel way on
the top of the embankment can be reached by driving off the main levee
embankment near the west end gate of the main levee. Combination 3001.

Remarks: '

The main levee and training levee was built by the Army Corps of
Engineers with an "obligation to assume"” agreement between the United
States and Snohomish County Board of Commissioners. This agreement
requires the county to operate and maintain the structure.

These structures are 'presently maintained by the Snohomish County
Department of Public Works.



Refer R.I. File 88-705 Startup Levee
Refer R.M. 91-05 Startup Training Levee

"Easement and right-of-way Agreement” Dated May 27, 1965.

Agreement with Simpson Properties, Inc. and Rivers Edge Property Owners
Agreement; Vol. 1931, Page 2063 - Dated October 31, 1985. '

Main levee constructed by in 1965, Training levee built 1969. Resolution for
construction, maintenance and operation between Snohomish County and
United States (Army Corps of Engineers) August 31, 1964.

Flood Control Improvements - Skykomish River - Wallace River, Startup,
Washington - Operation _and Maintenance Manual U.S. Army District,
Seattle, Corps of Engineers,

The project, authorized by the Chief of Engineers 6 December 1963 and 7
October 1968 under section 205 of Public Law 858, *0th Congress, as
amended, provides for a levee about 7,000 feet long between Skykomish and
Wallace Rivers and joining Burlington Northern railway embankment at each
end, and a side channel to divert flow away from the levee and protect the town
of Startup from flooding, and a training levee about 2,4000 feet long to protect
downstream farmlands.

The work was completed in October 1965, except for the training levee,
completed in September 1969, and transferred to Snohomish County for
maintenance. :

Cost of construction: $271,713. Estimated non-Federal Cost were $23,500.
Project 8ky-1-95 drawing E-25-11-1, 250 L.f. bank protection 2 Oct 1996

Structure Status: 9/99
- Good
- Maintained regularly

2001 Inspection Remarks:
Both structures in good condition. River erosion is continuing upstream of
Training levee at 1996 Cprps repair site.

- Recommendations:

On-going maintenance and determination of damage potential from continued
river erosion into Training Levee prism.

Structure Status
[XfGodd D Fair [:] Poor D Other:

‘Remarks:—
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