ENVIRONMENTAL

SCHEDULE

Sept. 9 ......... Draft EIS released
Oct. 14 ........ Public comment
period ends

November ....Final EIS released
7+ days ....... SEPA Decision

INFORMATION

= On the project design:
Max Phan, Project
Manager, 425-388-3109
or MPhan@
co.snohomish.wa.us

= On environmental
issues: Julie Highton, Senior
Environmental Planner,
425-388-3488, ext. 2341,
or julie.highton@
co.snohomish.wa.us

m On right-of-way issues:
Mike McVey, Sr. Real
Property Coordinator,
425-388-6658, or m.mcvey
@co.snohomish.wa.us

= On other major road
construction projects:
call the Snohomish County
Road Construction Hotline
at 1-866-SNO-ROAD
(866-766-7623) or visit
the web at www.co.
snohomish.wa.us and type
“Roads Central” in the
search box.

TTY users can reach County
phone numbers by calling
425-388-3700.

This paper is recycled & recyclable.

20th Street SE

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

September 2005

Snohomish County is proposing to improve 20th Street SE between

91st Avenue SE and South Lake Stevens Road to reduce current traffic
congestion, increase future traffic capacity, and improve mobility and safety
for pedestrian and bicycle traffic in this fast-growing area of the county.

The County issued a Determination of Significance on April 2, 2004, and

has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) that reviews
the potential impacts of the proposed project, and meets the requirements

of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The purpose of this newsletter
is to let you know where we are in the process and how you can review and
comment on the Draft EIS.

Project Background

On April 27, 2004, a public scoping meeting was held at Skyline Elementary
School in Lake Stevens to present preliminary design plans for the proposed
widening of 20th Street SE. Representatives from the County and project
consultants displayed project designs, maps, and other exhibits illustrating
the four design alternatives that were being considered. These alternatives
featured different combinations of roadway alignments, traffic lanes, side-
walks, and bike lanes.

More than 50 citizens attended the meeting, and staff answered questions
about the project, and gathered comments on the design alternatives and
environmental concerns. These citizens also filled out comment sheets or
wrote their comments on flipcharts provided at the meeting. Additional
comments were received during the 21-day scoping period, which was
extended from May 7 to May 28, 2004. All of these comments were consid-
ered during the preparation of the Draft EIS. From these comments and
exhaustive traffic studies that were conducted, a Preferred Alternative
emerged. The Draft EIS addresses the Preferred Alternative and a

No Action Alternative.

Project Description

The proposed Preferred Alternative involves widening 20th Street SE to five
lanes between 91st Street SE and South Lake Stevens Road. This would
include two through lanes in each direction, a center turn lane, and curbs,
gutters, sidewalks, and bicycle lanes on both sides of the road, as well as
landscaping along intermittent sections of the road. New traffic lights are
proposed for the intersections of 91st Avenue SE, 99th Avenue SE, and

South Lake Stevens Road, and the existing traffic light at the SR 9 intersection
will be reconfigured. The north and south legs of South Lake Stevens Road
would also be realigned at its intersection with 20th Street SE.
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If the decision is made to construct the project, it
would be built in two phases. Following property
acquisition, the first phase would commence in
2007. During this phase, called the “East Phase,”
20th Street SE would be widened between

99th Avenue SE and South Lake Stevens Road.
The second phase, the “West Phase,” would
commence in 2008, and 20th Street SE would be
widened between 91st and 99th Avenues SE.

The Draft EIS

The purpose of the Draft EIS is to examine and disclose
impacts the project could have on the built environ-
ment and on the natural environment.

Natural Environment topics addressed:

m Geology and Soils
m Water Resources
m Plants and Wildlife
m Air Quality

Built Environment topics addressed:

m Land Use

Transportation

Noise

Hazardous Waste & Asbestos

Public Services, Facilities, and Utilities
Displacement & Relocation Assistance

Cultural Resources
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You have an opportunity to comment on any aspect of
the Draft EIS during the comment period which contin-
ues through October 14, 2005. All comments received
by October 14 will be reviewed and incorporated into
the Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS).
A final decision on the project can be made seven or
more days after the Final EIS has been issued.

How to Comment

To submit comments on the project proposal, you can
mail your comments to Julie Highton, Senior Environ-
mental Planner, Snohomish County Public Works,
2930 Wetmore Ave., Everett, WA 98201 or email
julie.highton@co.snohomish.wa.us..

Copies of the Draft EIS are available for review at:
m Lake Stevens Library

m Lake Stevens City Hall

m Everett Library

m Snohomish County Admin-East Bldg.,
3000 Rockefeller, at the Public Works “Records”
2nd floor customer service counter.

m the County website (www.co.snohomish.wa.us),
type "20th street” in the search box, click on the
top choice. You will find a project description,
the Draft EIS, and copies of newsletters and
news releases.

Copies of the Draft EIS are available for purchase for
$15. These copies are available only at the County
Admin-East Building.
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