Interpretation of Results Tables and Figures

UGA Population Growth Benchmark Charts

The population growth trend graphs that follow show for each UGA the current population
estimate for the UGA as of 2006 (city plus unincorporated portions combined) compared with
the UGA’s reconciled 2005-2025 population target projection currently contained in Appendix B
of the Countywide Planning Policies. For display purposes, the population projections to 2025
for each UGA are assumed to be linear.

The population growth trend graphs also contain some of the information relevant to the
evaluation of potential UGA boundary expansions to include additional residential land, pursuant
to Snohomish County Countywide Planning Policy UG-14(d)(3)(a). One of the conditions for
consideration of an expansion of the boundary of an individual UGA to include additional
residential land is that:

“Population growth within the UGA (city plus unincorporated UGA combined)
since the start of the twenty-year planning period, equals or exceeds fifty percent
of the additional population capacity estimated for the UGA at the start of the
planning period, as documented in the most recent Snohomish County Tomorrow
Growth Monitoring Report or buildable lands review and evaluation (Buildable
Lands Report)”.

The rationale for this Countywide Planning Policy, as originally recommended to the Snohomish
County Council by Snohomish County Tomorrow, was based on the Growth Management Act
requirement (at RCW 36.70A.130(3)) for a UGA review at least every ten years, at which time
the UGA boundaries “...shall be revised to accommodate the urban growth projected to occur in
the county for the succeeding twenty-year period.” If UGA growth and land consumption is
assumed to be linear over the 20-year planning horizon, this requirement ensures that a minimum
UGA additional land capacity of at least 50 percent or more of the additional land capacity
estimated at the start of the 20-year planning horizon should be maintained at all times within
UGAs.

Accordingly, the UGA population growth trend graphs depict each UGA’s current population
estimate relative to the Countywide Planning Policy population growth benchmark of 50% of the
additional population capacity estimated for the UGA as of 2005, depicted as the dashed
horizontal line shown in the middle of the graphs. These 50% threshold lines are calculated as
halfway between the 2005 UGA population estimate and the total UGA population capacity
estimate for the 2025 plan horizon as documented in the SCT 2007 Buildable Lands Report.
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