Appendix C - Rural Growth Trends

Appendix C

Rural Population Growth and Rural Cluster Subdivision Trends

The adopted 2025 growth targets for Snohomish County (in Appendix B of the Countywide
Planning Policies) show that 15% of the county’s total population growth from 2002 through
2025 is anticipated to occur outside UGAs. The SCT 2005 Growth Monitoring Report
documented that slightly less than 13% of the county’s total population growth since 1992 (start
of the original GMA planning period) has occurred outside the UGAs. The rural growth share
has been essentially unchanged so far during the new 2002 — 2025 GMA planning period.
Between 2002 and 2006, 12% of the county’s population growth occurred outside the UGAs.
Therefore, the share of population growth that has been experienced in rural Snohomish County
under GMA is consistent with the rural share anticipated in Appendix B of the Countywide
Planning Policies, and well below the pre-GMA share of 28% for population identified in the
County’s General Policy Plan policy PE 1.B.2. (See table below.)

Residential building permit trends, however, indicate a slight rise in the number of housing units
permitted outside the UGAs over the past couple of years. The number of annual permits issued
for new housing in the rural/resource area averaged 857 in the four years between 2000 and
2003. The number rose to 970 in 2004 and 1,111 in 2005. This increased level of rural permit
activity has led to a recent upturn in the share of county population growth outside the UGAs:
the share of total county population growth occurring outside the UGASs rose to 15.6% for the
period 2005-2006.

Rural cluster subdivision (RCS) applications and the number of lots within them have
significantly increased during 2005 and 2006. The number of RCS lots applied for increased
from 332 in 2004, to 886 in 2005, and again significantly to 1,805 in 2006. The number of
recorded lots in rural cluster subdivisions remained relatively constant over this same time period
(averaging 261 per year). It is expected that the number of recorded RCS lots will begin to
increase in the coming years as the higher volume of RCS applications begin to be approved and
are recorded.

The impact that this upturn in RCS activity will have on the rural population growth share, once
these applications are recorded and building permits issued, will be closely monitored on an
annual basis.

Rural Population Growth Trends, Snohomish County, 1992 - 2006

Pop Change
1992 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 1992-2006 2002-2006 2005-2006
Estimated Census Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated| (share of countywide pop growth
Population Population Population Population Population Population Population Population shown immediately below)
Non-UGA Total 95,786 110,837 111,817 113,320 114,315 114,893 116,152 118,655 22,869 5,335 2,503
(Rural Unincorporated) 12.9% 12.2% 15.6%
County Total 494,300 606,024 618,600 628,000 637,500 644,800 655,800 671,800] 177,500 43,800 16,000
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