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The Population of Snohomish County 

Because 2010 US Census Bureau data were not available at the time of this report, data were considered 

from a variety of sources. As such, some data points are based on projections and there may be variation 

amongst these estimates. All data sources are referenced. 

Snohomish County is located on Puget Sound, between Skagit County to the north and King County (and 

Seattle) to the south. Covering 2,089 square miles, it is the 13th largest county in total land area in 

Washington. Sixty-eight percent of the county land area is forest land, 18% is rural, 9% is urban/city and 

5% is agricultural.1  While Snohomish County is the seventh most population-dense county within the 

state,2  its 2010 estimated population of 725,6933 is the third largest.  The county has twenty incorporated 

cities, the largest of which is Everett. The proportion of residents residing in unincorporated areas in 2010 

was estimated at 42.3%, down from 46.6% in 2009.4 

In 2009, approximately one-fifth of the population of Snohomish County was non-white.  Asian Americans 

accounted for 8.5% of the population while American Indians/Alaska Natives constituted 1.5% and African 

Americans 2.6%.5 

Between 2005 and 2010, the largest percent change in population in Snohomish County was for those age 

60 to 64 and those age 65 to 69 (increases of 44.5% and 42.5% respectively.) Those age 85 and older 

increased by 17.2% for the same time period. It is projected that there will be an increase of 42.8% 

between 2010 and 2015 for those age 65 to 69 and an increase of 43.1% for those age 70 to 74.  Currently, 

those age 60+ comprise 15.7% of the Snohomish County population; by 2025, it is anticipated that 24.8% 

of the population (almost quarter of a million people:  223,453) will consist of those in this age group.3 

 

In 2009, for those Snohomish County residents older than 65 years, over half (56.0%) were female.  More 

than half (54.8%) had at least some college education.  About one half (54.3%) were married and about 

one quarter (27.4%) were widowed.  A small proportion (4.5%) lived with their grandchildren. A very small 

proportion (0.5%) had no telephone service available. Over one-third (38.4%) had a disability. One-tenth 

(10.8%) spoke a language other than English in their homes.  In 2009, there were 4,079 residents over the 

age of 65 who reported that they spoke English “less than very well.” This is an increase of 190.9% from 

those indicating such in the 2000 US Census.6 

By 2025, it is anticipated that 24.8% of the population will be 60+ 
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In 2000, tribal residents constituted 1.5% of the Snohomish County population. It was estimated that a 

comparable proportion (1.4%) was present within the 2010 County population.7   Within the Tulalip Tribe, 

approximately 15.0% of the residents were at least 60 years old in 2000; figures for the Sauk-Suiattle and 

Stillaguamish reservations were not estimated due to the small population of each. All three tribal groups 

have Title VI programs.  The Sauk-Suiattle tribe receives AAA services through the Northwest Regional 

Council. 

American Indian Population in Snohomish County—2000 

 Total 
Population 

# Age 60+ % Age 60+ 

Snohomish County 606,0243 74,5503 12.3%3 

Sauk-Suiattle Reservation 4510 X X 

Stillaguamish Reservation 10210 X X 

Tulalip Reservation 924610 1388 15.0% 

X=information not available due to the small number of individuals involved 

 

Snohomish County Population3, 8 
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In 2009, one tenth of residents 65+ spoke a language other than English at home 
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1980-2005  Censal & Intercensal Estimates   2010-2030 Projected 

 

Estimated Population by Age and Race:  Snohomish County, 20104 

Number of Persons

Age 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

0-14 81,520 90,089 112,318 127,664 138,793 140,522 146,838 153,974 163,571 172,759 179,399

15-29 91,956 93,400 101,165 105,429 119,696 129,773 146,981 155,591 158,356 159,164 164,778

30-44 74,339 96,933 127,598 144,949 158,921 153,266 150,081 154,045 165,859 180,391 189,281

45-59 47,570 50,742 64,903 84,716 114,064 143,732 168,339 176,479 171,138 162,948 166,034

60-74 31,260 36,600 42,128 43,810 47,896 59,857 83,396 112,100 141,089 161,952 168,882

75+ 11,075 13,331 17,530 21,082 26,654 28,650 30,328 34,287 44,528 61,501 81,692

TOTAL 337,720 381,095 465,642 527,650 606,024 655,800 725,963 786,476 844,541 898,715 950,066

Percent Change over Previous Five Years

Age 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

0-14 9.5% 10.5% 24.7% 13.7% 8.7% 1.2% 4.5% 4.9% 6.2% 5.6% 3.8%

15-29 30.8% 1.6% 8.3% 4.2% 13.5% 8.4% 13.3% 5.9% 1.8% 0.5% 3.5%

30-44 38.9% 30.4% 31.6% 13.6% 9.6% -3.6% -2.1% 2.6% 7.7% 8.8% 4.9%

45-59 15.0% 6.7% 27.9% 30.5% 34.6% 26.0% 17.1% 4.8% -3.0% -4.8% 1.9%

60-74 26.8% 17.1% 15.1% 4.0% 9.3% 25.0% 39.3% 34.4% 25.9% 14.8% 4.3%

75+ 21.2% 20.4% 31.5% 20.3% 26.4% 7.5% 5.9% 13.1% 29.9% 38.1% 32.8%

TOTAL 23.5% 12.8% 22.2% 13.3% 14.9% 8.2% 10.7% 8.3% 7.4% 6.4% 5.7%

Proportion of Total Population

Age 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

0-14 24.1% 23.6% 24.1% 24.2% 22.9% 21.4% 20.2% 19.6% 19.4% 19.2% 18.9%

15-29 27.2% 24.5% 21.7% 20.0% 19.8% 19.8% 20.3% 19.8% 18.8% 17.7% 17.3%

30-44 22.0% 25.4% 27.4% 27.5% 26.2% 23.4% 20.7% 19.6% 19.6% 20.1% 19.9%

45-59 14.1% 13.3% 13.9% 16.1% 18.8% 21.9% 23.2% 22.4% 20.3% 18.1% 17.5%

60-74 9.3% 9.6% 9.0% 8.3% 7.9% 9.1% 11.5% 14.3% 16.7% 18.0% 17.8%

75+ 3.3% 3.5% 3.8% 4.0% 4.4% 4.4% 4.2% 4.4% 5.3% 6.8% 8.6%

TOTAL 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Language Spoken At Home and Ability To Speak English by Age: Snohomish County 
9,10 

1990 2000 
Persons All 5+ 5-17  18-64  65+  All 5+  5-17  18-64  65+  
Total 426446 89882 292284 44280 562924 122471 385205 55248 
Speak Only English At Home 398227 84710 272228 41289 494203 109471 334212 50520 
All Who Do Not Speak English At Home 28219 5172 20056 2991 68721 13000 50993 4728 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 4458 732 3062 664 13512 1570 10379 1563 
   Speak Spanish At Home 5900 1209 4390 301 19053 3369 15123 561 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 939 199 671 69 4130 397 3640 93 
   Speak Asian or Pacific Islander At Home 10524 2326 7737 461 26603 5018 19921 1664 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 2155 305 1545 305 5515 631 3969 915 
   Speak Other Language At Home 11795 1637 7929 2229 23065 4613 15949 2503 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 1364 228 846 290 3867 542 2770 555 
      Other Indo-European Language n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  20031 4083 13579 2369 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  3594 506 2572 516 
      Some Other Language n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  3034 530 2370 134 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  273 36 198 39 

Percent Distribution All 5+ 5-17  18-64  65+  All 5+  5-17  18-64  65+  
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Speak Only English At Home 93.4% 94.2% 93.1% 93.2% 87.8% 89.4% 86.8% 91.4% 
All Who Do Not Speak English At Home 6.6% 5.8% 6.9% 6.8% 12.2% 10.6% 13.2% 8.6% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 1.0% 0.8% 1.0% 1.5% 2.4% 1.3% 2.7% 2.8% 
   Speak Spanish At Home 1.4% 1.3% 1.5% 0.7% 3.4% 2.8% 3.9% 1.0% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.7% 0.3% 0.9% 0.2% 
   Speak Asian or Pacific Islander At Home 2.5% 2.6% 2.6% 1.0% 4.7% 4.1% 5.2% 3.0% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 0.5% 0.3% 0.5% 0.7% 1.0% 0.5% 1.0% 1.7% 
   Speak Other Language At Home 2.8% 1.8% 2.7% 5.0% 4.1% 3.8% 4.1% 4.5% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.7% 0.7% 0.4% 0.7% 1.0% 
      Other Indo-European Language n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  3.6% 3.3% 3.5% 4.3% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  0.6% 0.4% 0.7% 0.9% 
      Some Other Language n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  0.5% 0.4% 0.6% 0.2% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 

Percent Change 1990-2000 All 5+  5-17  18-64  65+  
Total 32.0% 36.3% 31.8% 24.8% 
Speak Only English At Home 24.1% 29.2% 22.8% 22.4% 
All Who Do Not Speak English At Home 143.5% 151.4% 154.3% 58.1% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 203.1% 114.5% 239.0% 135.4% 
   Speak Spanish At Home 222.9% 178.7% 244.5% 86.4% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 339.8% 99.5% 442.5% 34.8% 
   Speak Asian or Pacific Islander At Home 152.8% 115.7% 157.5% 261.0% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 155.9% 106.9% 156.9% 200.0% 
   Speak Other Language At Home 95.5% 181.8% 101.1% 12.3% 
         Speak Engl Not Well or Not At All 183.5% 137.7% 227.4% 91.4% 

 
     

 
       . 
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Elder Economic Security Standard Index for Snohomish County 2010 

The Elder Economic Security Index for Elders6 was created through a partnership between the Washington 

Association of Area Agencies on Aging and Wider Opportunities for Women. This index allows for a quick 

snapshot of the costs that older adults in Snohomish County face. The Index provides a benchmark for the 

minimum income older adults will require to make ends meet and live in their own homes. 

Monthly Expenses for Selected Household Types 

 Elder Person (age 65+) Elder Couple (both age 65+) 

Expenses/Monthly Owner 
w/o 

mortgage 

Renter, 
one 

bedroom 

Owner 
w/mortgage 

Owner w/o 
mortgage 

Renter, 
one 

bedroom 

Owner 
w/mortgage 

Housing (including 
utilities, taxes, services) 

$539 $885 $1,574 $539 $885 $1,574 

Food $232 $232 $232 $425 $425 $425 

Transportation* $197 $197 $197 $309 $309 $309 

Health Care (good health) $299 $299 $299 $598 $598 $598 

Miscellaneous $253 $253 $253 $374 $374 $374 

Elder Index Per Month $1,520 $1,866 $2,555 $2,245 $2,591 $3,280 

Elder Index Per Year $18,240 $22,392 $30,660 $26,940 $31,092 $39,360 

 

Adding Home- and Community-Based Long-Term Care Costs to the Elder Economic Security 
Standard Index for Elders in Poor Health 
Annual Expenses 

 LTC 
Cost  
Per Year 

Elder Economic Security Standard Index plus Cost of Long-Term Care 

Elder Person (age 65+) Elder Couple (both age 65+) 

Need for Long-
Term Care 
(hours/week) 

 Owner 
w/o 

mortgage 

Renter, 
one 

bedroom 

Owner 
w/mortgage 

Owner 
w/o 

mortgage 

Renter, 
one 

bedroom 

Owner 
w/mortgage 

Low (6 hrs) $8,856 $29,040 $33,192 $41,460 $37,740 $41,892 $50,160 

Medium (16 hrs) $23,504 $43,688 $47,840 $56,108 $52,388 $56,540 $64,808 

High w/ADC (36 
hrs) 

$38,640 $58,824 $62,976 $71,244 $67,524 $71,676 $79,944 

High w/o ADC 
(36 hrs) 

$48,624 $68,808 $72,960 $81,228 $77,508 $81,660 $89,928 

 

The 2009 American Community Survey6 indicates that approximately one-third (38.2%) of Snohomish 

County households of those over age 65 have income related to earnings. Almost all (93.4%) of these 

households receive Social Security Income with the average annual amount being $17,548.00.  About half 



Snohomish County Area Agency on Aging  
2012-2015 Area Plan Update 

Section B-1 
Page 6 of 48 

(52.6%) receive an average annual retirement income of $22,946.00. Only 3.6% receive Supplemental 

Security Income of an average of $8,161.00 per year. Even fewer (3.2%) receive cash public assistance 

and those who do, receive on average $7,090.00 annually. Almost one-tenth (8.2%) of seniors age 65+ 

years was at or below 100% of the poverty level in the past 12 months.   

In 2009, it was estimated that of Snohomish County residents over age 65 years, one-quarter (25.4%) were 

in renter-occupied housing units. Additionally, over half of the households (53.5%) paid 30% or more of 

their household income on rent. The median gross rent was $864.00 while the median monthly owner costs 

with a mortgage was $1,543.00 and without a mortgage was $555.00.6 

  

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

Historically, extended family members have often provided a safety net for children whose parents have 

been unable to care for them. In recent years, grandparents are more likely to have taken on this 

responsibility.  In recognition of this trend, in 2002 the US Census Bureau began collecting information on 

grandparents raising grandchildren. 

In Washington State, 35,761 children live in households headed by grandparents or other relatives without 

either parent present.12   The 2009 American Community Survey reports that in Snohomish County, 10,330 

residents live with their grandchildren under the age of 18 years.  Of those, 13.9% (1,435) are responsible 

for their grandchildren with no parent present.  Almost one-third (29.8%) of the total grandparents living with 

grandchildren have some disability.  Almost one-tenth (8.9%) of these households were below the poverty 

level in the past 12 months and the majority (65.9%) of these households are headed by women.13 

 

 

 

 

 

At least 1,435 grandparents are solely responsible for raising their grandchildren 
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Older Adults Living in Rural Areas 

While there are many benefits to living in rural areas, older adults residing in these communities often 

experience challenges in maintaining their homes and accessing services due to their geographic isolation.  

The 2000 reauthorization of the federal Older Americans Act recognized the unique needs of the rural 

elderly and called upon the Area Agencies on Aging to ensure access to services in rural areas.  

Nationwide, approximately 26 percent of older adults, age 65 and over, live in non-metropolitan areas.  The 

status of these older persons is often different than their counterparts in more urbanized areas.  Nationally, 

rural elders experience higher rates of poverty, substandard housing and a lack of employment 

opportunities.  They are also more likely to be living in homes with high maintenance costs and low resale 

values. The availability of public transportation is often limited in rural communities and these areas 

frequently lack a strong local system of social services. In addition, rural areas often have larger 

proportions of elderly persons because younger persons tend to move to urbanized areas for employment 

opportunities. 

National reports indicate most older adults in rural areas live in single-family homes they own.  They feel a 

strong attachment to their homes and communities, and prefer to “age in place” even when health and 

physical limitations make it difficult for them to remain in their own homes.  The challenges to remaining in 

the community are compounded by the fact there are few other housing options such as apartments, adult 

family homes, or assisted living facilities available in most rural communities. 

Older adults in rural communities often rely on family and other informal networks for support and 

assistance. Kinship ties are considered to be especially close in rural communities and help make up for 

the lack of more formal support services. 

 

 

In Washington State, the Aging and Disability Services Administration defines rural areas as : 

Any area that is not defined as urban. Urban areas comprise (1) urbanized areas (a central 

place and its adjacent densely settled territories with a combined minimum population of 

Kinship ties are considered to be especially close in rural communities  

and help make up for the lack of more formal support services. 
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50,000) and (2) an incorporated place or a census designated place with 20,000 or more 

inhabitants. 

 

To arrive at that definition for Snohomish County, the city of Granite Falls is separated from the Marysville 

Urbanized Area defined by the Census (see following map) and is included with the other rural 

communities.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Profile of Selected Rural Cities in Snohomish County 

 

Snohomish 

County Darrington Gold Bar

Granite 

Falls Index Stanwood Sultan

2010 Total Population14 711,100 1,505 2,175 3,375 165 5,705 4,570

2000 Population:  All Ages8 606,024 1,136 2,014 2,347 157 3,923 3,344

     Age 60+ Years8 74,550 233 185 210 20 747 389

     % Age 60+ Years 12.30% 20.50% 9.20% 8.90% 12.70% 19.00% 11.60%

Facilties15

     Licensed Adult Family Homes 432 3 0 0 0 3 1

     Licensed Boarding Homes 39 0 0 0 0 3 0

     Nursing Homes 19 0 0 0 0 2 0

Resources16

     Senior Center 17 Yes No Yes No Yes No

     Family Support Center 7 Yes No No No Yes Yes

     Congregate Meal Site 13 Yes No Yes No Yes No

Sn oho mish C oun ty Cities an d U rban ized  A reas: 200 0 C ensu s
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