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Reardon: We must fight to keep our aerospace jobs

Snohomish County Executive Aaron Reardon’s statement on The Boeing Company’s
decision to build a second 787 line in South Carolina:

“The Boeing Company’s announcement to locate a second 787 line in North Charleston,
S.C., signals that other states want what we have — a strong manufacturing base. We must
all work together and fight to keep it. Washington state must make a conscious decision
to do whatever is reasonably necessary to aggressively compete to keep the jobs we have
and grow our economy or risk more losses.

“The loss of the second line of the 787 will most certainly result in finger pointing. | urge
all parties to resist that temptation as it is counterproductive and does nothing to further
our objective to be the most competitive state in the country.

“What’s important moving forward is that we all understand why these two parties could
not reach an agreement so that we may play a role in rebuilding this relationship. In
addition, we must bring all the necessary parties together in Olympia to reach agreement
on removing the barriers that prevent new investment and job creation.”
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