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I? POSE: 

To adjust the upper iimit of the number of registered voters in a voting pr-, , cinct set in local code roril :7:tU 
000 as allowed by state statute. 

liALKCI{Ot NI): 

in 2011 the state legislature raised the upper limit of registered voters in a precinct as defined in state raw to 
1.500 voters while maintaining the ability of local jurisdictions to set a lower limit. Snohomish County has 
established in code a limit of 800 registered voters. 

The Snohomish County Auditor's Office is requesting that the upper iir -nit of registered voters in a precinci be 
raised to 1,006 in local code to reduce administrative effort and costs asttociated with making precinct -,hhotintt, 
due 	S7,,A 	Snohomish County EHectIons is required to examine hh .Fidjusi prF-olnct 	r. , 19 - km= 	 I 
basis to account for city and other jurisdiction annexations and to ensure nre,cincts 
limit. Each Year a number of precincts are changed for precinct voter 	,r,t alone 	 , 	- 
roughly 8 hours of county staff time and requires new cards be sent to 	voters affected 

By adjusting the precinct voter count limit to 1,000, the Auditor's Office would allow precincts to grow -aturally 
Projections indicate this would eliminate most precinct changes do to voter count over the next 10 years. The 
Auditor's Office is committed to only using expanded voter count limit as it looks at adjusting precincts as required 
by redistricting efforts and annexations; the Auditor's Office will not proactively consolidate precincts 
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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 12- 

RELATING TO SNOHOMISH COUNTY VOTING PRECINCTS; AMENDING 
CHAPTER 2.47 SNOHOMISH COUNTY CODE 

WHEREAS, RCW 29A.16.040 (2) authorizes the County Council to establish by 
ordinance a limitation on the number of active registered voters in each precinct within its 
jurisdiction so long as the limit does not exceed one thousand five hundred voters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED: 

Section 1.  Snohomish County Code Section 2.47.020, last amended by Ordinance 05-
037 on June 15, 2005, is amended to read: 

2.47.020 Standards for precinct boundaries. 
(1) Pursuant to RCW 29A.16.040, RCW 29A.16.050 and RCW 29A.76.010, all 

precinct boundaries shall follow visible, physical features delineated on the most current 
maps provided by the United States census bureau except as provided therein. Pursuant to 
RCW 29A.16.050 and RCW 3.38.050, no precinct boundary may be dissected by a 
congressional district, legislative district, county council district, or district court district 
boundary. 

(2) Precincts shall contain no more than ((eight hundred)) one thousand  active 
registered voters per precinct. ((For purposes  of this section, "active registered voters" 
shall include ongoing absentee voters under  RCW 29A.10.0d0.)) 

PASSED this 	 day of 	 , 2012. 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

Chairperson 
ATTEST: 

Clerk of the Council 
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County Executive 
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